
 
CROATIAN INSTITUTE OF HISTORY 

DEPARTMENT FOR THE HISTORY 
OF SLAVONIA, SYRMIA AND 
BARANJA 

(SLAVONSKI BROD) 
 
is organizing the 
 
 
Symposium  
FRANZ VANIČEK AND THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF 
THE MILITARY FRONTIER  

 
Location and date of symposium: Slavonski Brod, October 23-24, 2014 

 
 
We invite you to attend a symposium dedicated to the life and work of Franz Vaniček and to the 
Military Frontier historiography.  
 
A completed form (attached) indicating the title of a paper should be sent by April 15th, 2014 to the 
postal address: Hrvatski institut za povijest, A. Starčevića 8, 35000 Slavonski Brod, or to the e-mail 
address: info@hipsb.hr. 
 
Paper summaries (ca. 1 standard page) should be sent by the 15th of June at the latest to the e-mail 
address: info@hipsb.hr.  
 
Foreseeably, presentation languages at the symposium will be Croatian, English and German. 
 
Hotel accommodation for participants will be arranged by the organiser of the symposium.  

 
*** 
A symposium entitled “Franz Vaniček and Military Frontier Historiography” will be held in Slavonski 
Brod, organized by the Croatian Institute of History – Department for the history of Slavonia, Syrmia 
and Baranja.  
The symposium is organized to mark the 120th anniversary of Vaniček’s death. 
As suggested by the title, the symposium will be focused on two main topics.  
The first concerns the life and work of Franz (František, Franjo) Vaniček (Walterdorf near Prague, 
1809 – Osijek, 1894). He spent most of his professional life as teacher, prefect and headmaster at the 
Gymnasium (grammar school) in Vinkovci. He is remembered as a diligent Germaniser and a 
promoter of the Habsburg cult. During his teaching career, he published various articles in German-
language journals. After his retirement in 1869, he lived with his family in Andrijevci and Osijek. 
During that time, by order of the state government and in a relatively short period of time, he wrote his 
pioneering work, a synthesis of the history of Habsburg Military Frontier in four comprehensive 
volumes under the title Specialgeschichte der Militärgrenze, aus Originalquellen und Quellenwerken 
geschöpft (Vienna, 1875). For the purposes of this research, he made a thorough study of the Austrian 
military archives that had been made available to him. Vaniček’s history spans the period from the 
first emergence of the Habsburg Military Frontier system in the first half of the 16th century up to the 
complete demilitarisation of the Military Frontier in 1873. This “first work of its kind” comprises a 
great number of data used by many later historians as a starting point for further research of the 
Military Frontier history. Hence, at this symposium, special attention will be paid to this particular 
work of Vaniček. Apart from the Specialgeschichte, by far his most significant work, Vaniček also 
published a smaller autobiographical book under the title Ein arbeitsames Leben in 1889, in Osijek.  
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The second topic, related to the first one, will be the historiography of the Military Frontier. In that 
context the symposium participants are primarily expected to present an overview of the current state 
of research on the history of the Habsburg defensive zone facing the Ottoman Empire known as 
Military Frontier (Military Border, Latin Confinium militare, German Militärgrenze, Croatian and 
Serbian Vojna krajina or Vojna granica, Hungarian Katonai Határőrvidék, Romanian Graniţă 
militară). During the 16th and 17th centuries, it was limited to the Croatian-Slavonian areas from the 
Kvarner Bay to the Drava river, while in the course of the 18th century it was extended widely towards 
the east, to parts of reconquered Lower Slavonia, Syrmia, the Banat and Transylvania, and for a 
shorter period of time to areas along the Tisza (Tisa) and Mureş (Maros, Moriš) rivers as well. 
Symposium presentations should evaluate notable authors and works dedicated to Military Frontier 
history which have appeared since the mid-19th century. The aim should be to discuss key problems 
regarding this history, the approaches used so far, and the results achieved as well as future directions 
for research. It is planned that in a few presentations the study of Military Frontier history will also be 
considered within a comparative context, as a specific case suitable for being subsumed within the 
framework of interdisciplinary research for which in recent times such terms as “border studies” and 
“frontier studies” have been adopted. 
 


