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The International Scientific Conference Historical Interactions between Slavo-
nia and Bosnia (15-20th centuries) is organized by the „Regional Translocality 
in Historical Perspective: the Case of Slavonia and Bosnia”, the collaboration 
project of the Croatian Institute of History – Branch for the History of Slavo-
nia, Syrmia and Baranya in Slavonski Brod, Ruhr University of Bochum, and 
University of Leipzig, and funded by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. 
It is co-led by Markus Koller, Stefan Rohdewald and Dino Mujadžević. This 
partnership project is organized around interdisciplinary research on histor-
ical interactions between Slavonia (comprising the north-eastern part of the 
Republic of Croatia) and Bosnia (consisting of the northern and central part 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina) – two neighbouring and historically heavily inter-
connected regions that are today delimited by the EU, state and regional border 
along the river Sava – and their consequences between the 15th and 20th cen-
turies. The conference wishes to convene experts researching various aspects 
of historical links between Slavonia and Bosnia from the 15th century onwards 
(mobility of the general population and elite, cultural influences, exchange of 
goods and ideas, border regimes etc.) and to introduce the concept of trans-
locality and translocal as well as similar approaches as the framework for the 
research of this topic. Researchers with papers that deal with the influences of 
larger states (the Kingdom of Hungary, Yugoslavia) or empires (Ottoman and/
or Habsburg ones) or their rivalry on the interconnectedness of two regions 
will also participate. Comparative cases of historical interactions between the 
Pannonian Basin and the Balkans (e.g., the influence coming from the areas 
south of Sava and Danube on Vojvodina and Hungary and vice versa) in the 
same timeframe will be included in the conference

Socio-culturally speaking, throughout history Slavonia has been a crossroads 
of major influences coming from Central Europe (Hungarian, Habsburg ones) 
and those that came from Southeast Europe (Byzantine and Ottoman ones, 
usually via Bosnia. Bosnia itself is generally seen as a quintessential Southeast 
European, Balkan historical region with large input coming from the Byzantine 
and Ottoman-Islamic traditions, but also from Western Christendom. In ad-
dition to the research of historical interactions between Slavonia and Bosnia, 
our project is open to the research of comparative cases of historical interac-
tion between regions in other parts of Southeast Europe and adjacent areas 
(such as between regions in the Pannonian Basin and those south of rivers 
Sava and Danube) as well as to theoretical contributions that are relevant for 
the research of translocal connections between regions. This project is specific 
in that, while bi-regionally embedded, it is trans-epochally conceived. As it is 
stressed, we plan to encompass the timespan between the late mediaeval and 
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modern periods, during which both regions were under some sort of influence 
of the Ottomans or the fall-out of wars with the Ottoman Empire. 

In the mediaeval period, during which the regions under investigation were 
integrated by the Hungarian influence in important intervals – contemporary 
Slavonian space was continuously an integral part of Hungary, while mediae-
val Bosnia was claimed and sometimes controlled as a vassal Hungarian king-
dom. During the long period stretching from the Late Middle Ages to the 19th 
century, the timespan of our interest, both regions were to different degrees 
directly influenced by the presence of the Ottoman Empire and its rivalry with 
the Hungarian Kingdom, as well as the Habsburg Monarchy/Austria-Hunga-
ry. Even later, deep into the 20th century, the legacy of the Ottoman Empire, 
primarily the location of the regional border and socio-cultural differences be-
tween Slavonia and Bosnia, continued to shape their interactions. In Slavonia, 
among the most important outcomes with respect to the Ottoman rule and 
Ottoman-Habsburg wars during the 16th and 17th centuries were several mi-
gratory waves that changed its population drastically through the immigration 
of Muslim, Orthodox and Catholic populations from Bosnia and other parts 
of Southeast Europe. At the end of the 17th century, the retreat of Ottoman 
rule forced the complete retreat of the Muslim population. This also enabled 
Habsburg authorities to resettle the area with a Catholic population, mainly 
from Bosnia, as well as with German and Hungarian populations from Central 
Europe. These developments also had a profound impact on Bosnia. Especially 
in the period from the mid-15th to the end of the 17th centuries, the Bosnian 
population belonging to Muslim, Orthodox and Catholic denominations, as 
exiles, soldiers and settlers, moved to the neighbouring areas north of Sava, 
including Slavonia. After the Ottoman defeat at Vienna in 1683, Bosnia also 
became the centre of Muslim re-migration under duress from Slavonia. 

The Ottoman and post-Ottoman influence on Bosnian-Slavonian ties can be 
divided into following periods: a) the era of Ottoman incursions and conquests 
in the 15th and the first half of the 16th centuries. Both regions were taken by 
Ottomans gradually – the main part of the mediaeval Kingdom of Bosnia came 
under Ottoman rule by 1463, but some regions remained under Christian rule 
until the 1520s; Slavonia was also annexed to the Ottoman realm in several 
waves between 1525 and 1552. b) the era of Ottoman rule over both regions 
from the mid-16th century to the end of the 17th century. The Ottomans united 
more firmly the two regions of our interest within their realm during most 
of the 16th and 17th centuries, even administratively integrating it within the 
boundaries of the Bosnian province (eyalet) for most of the time. This situation 
broadened the scope of interactions, exchange and communication across the 
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river Sava. c) the era of the Habsburg (Slavonian side) - Ottoman (Bosnian side) 
border in the valley of the river Sava from 1699 to 1878. After the Habsburg 
reconquista of what is now Slavonia and incursions in the Balkans in the late 
17th century as well as during the period of Habsburg control of large parts of 
northern Bosnia in the first half of the 18th century, the relations between the 
two regions continued often in the shape of migrations. During the period be-
tween the stabilization of the Habsburg-Ottoman border on the Sava in 1739 
and the Austro-Hungarian occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1878, the 
interactions between the two regions lessened but continued nevertheless. d) 
the post-Ottoman era after both regions were reunited under Austro-Hungar-
ian administration, from 1878 onwards (with Ottoman nominal rule in Bos-
nia until 1908). Between 1918 and 1991 both Bosnia and Slavonia were united 
within two South Slavic states as well as within the Independent State of Croa-
tia during the Second World War. Finally, from 1991/1992, these regions have 
been separated by the state border between the Republic of Croatia and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.

Dr. Dino Mujadžević, Croatian Institute of History  
– Department of History of Slavonia, Srijem and Baranja
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Conference Programme

(Note: each participant has 20 minutes allotted for his/her presentation.  
The conference will convene at the City Library/Gradska knjižnica  

Slavonski Brod, first floor)

Thursday, September 28, 2023

9.30 		  Opening of the conference

10:00-11:30 	 I. session: Late Middle Ages

		  Moderator: Anđelko Vlašić 

Stanko Andrić, “Bosnian Nobility and Regions North of the Sava: Con-
nections, Possessions and Relocations”

Marija Karbić, “The Nobility in the Interaction between the Regions 
North and South of the Sava River in the Period of the Anti-Ottoman 
Wars (1460s-1530s)”

Boris Stojkovski, “Religious Permeation in Syrmia, Slavonia and North-
ern Bosnia during the 15-16th Centuries”

Discussion

[Coffee break - 15 minutes]

11:45-13:15 	 �II. session: The Era of Ottoman Dominance  
(16-17th centuries) (1)

		  Moderator: Stanko Andrić

Okan Büyüktapu and Anđelko Vlašić, “The Sava River Crossings in the 
16th and 17th Centuries”

Dino Mujadžević, “The Immigration of the Muslim Population to the 
Sava-Drava Interamnium from Bosnia under Ottoman Rule in the 16th 
Century”
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Szabolcs Varga, “The Serbian and Bosnian Migration to Baranya in the 
16th and 17th Centuries“

Discussion

13:30		  Lunch for the conference participants

15:00-17:00	 �III. session: The Era of Ottoman Dominance  
(16-17th century) (2)

		  Moderator: Dino Mujadžević 

Markus Koller, “The Sava – Imaginations of a River in the Context of 
Ottoman Rule (15th-18th Centuries)”

Elma Korić, “Translocal ‘Kinship’ Relations and Mobility in Ottoman 
Borderland: Members of the Sokolović family on the Ottoman Serhat 
from the Danube to the Adriatic Sea”

Filip Šimunjak, “Frontier Letters – An Insight into Cross-border Con-
tacts on the Military Frontier”

Nebojša S. Šuletić, “The Serbian Orthodox Church in Ottoman Hungary 
and Bosnia“

Discussion

[Coffee break - 15 minutes]

17:15-18:45	 �IV. session: Towards the end of the Ottoman Rule North 
of Sava (late 17th century)

		  Moderator: Markus Koller 

Barbaros Köksal, “Ottoman Military Cultures of Violence in Bosnia 
from a Trans-local Perspective“

Vladan Gavrilović, “Migration movements of Serbs and Croats from 
Bosnia to Slavonia during the Great Turkish War” 

Robert Skenderović, “Franciscans of Bosna Srebrena in Slavonia and 
Hungary during the 17th century”

Discussion
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Friday, September 29, 2023

9.00-10:30 	 �V. session: Between Ottoman and Habsburg Realms  
(18th century)

		  Moderator: Marija Karbić

Rudolf Barišić, “From a part of the province to a haven for students -  
Slavonia from the perspective of the Bosnian Franciscans”

Mario Šain, “Religious space versus space of rule. Bosnia and Slavonia in 
the 18th century”

Milan Vrbanus, “Bosnian Merchants at the Slavonian Custom Offices 
(tridesetnica) in the First Three Decades of the 18th Century”

Discussion

[Coffee break - 15 minutes]

10:45-11:45 	 VI. session: Modern Era

		  Moderator: Robert Skenderović

Florian Riedler, “Belgrade and Zemun as a Historical Mobility Space be-
tween Two Empires, 1739-1878”

Dinko Župan, “Activities of Female Teachers from Slavonia in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina at the End of the 19th and the Beginning of the 20th 
Century”

Discussion

[Coffee break - 15 minutes]

12:00-12:45 	 Final discussion and closing of the conference 

13.00		  Lunch for the conference participants





Summaries of Accepted Papers
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Dr Stanko ANDRIĆ
Croatian Institute of History, Department of History of  

Slavonia, Srijem and Baranja, Slavonski Brod 
e-mail: stanko.andric@hipsb.hr 

Bosnian Nobility and Regions North of the Sava:  
Connections, Possessions and Relocations

Medieval Bosnian rulers, aristocracy and nobility established and maintained 
various types of ties with their northern and western neighbour – the Hungar-
ian-Croatian Kingdom. A significant segment of these ties and relations was 
focused on the area of the lower confluence of the Drava and Sava rivers (mod-
ern Slavonia). In that area, in the Požega County, the first Bosnian ban Borić 
(12th century) held estates and founded numerous and long-lived noble kin-
dred. Based on the preserved sources, it is not clear whether Borić originated 
from that area or from Bosnia. In the 13th century, ban Prijezda, the founder of 
the Kotromanić dynasty, had several properties in the eastern interriver land. 
Of the three branches of the Bosnian noble family Hrvatinić (descendants of 
Hrvatin’s sons Vukoslav, Paul and Vukac), two-sided with the Hungarian-Cro-
atian ruler in the conflicts of the second half of the 14th century, obtained pos-
sessions in Slavonia and founded noble families with manorial seats in County 
Križevci: Nelepec son of Paul in Dobra Kuća and Vlatko son of Vukoslav in 
Bršljanica. According to the same pattern, Vuk Družić of Gučja Gora, who in 
a crucial period handed over the fortress of Kozara to King Sigismund of Lux-
emburg, received in 1425 as compensation the estate of Paka in the County of 
Požega. In addition to estates, the Hungarian-Croatian rulers could also re-
ward their Bosnian allies with government services. An exceptional example of 
this is the assignment of the office of Požega count to duke Hrvoje Vukčić dur-
ing the short period of his friendly relations with Sigismund. In the 15th and 
early 16th centuries, we know of several examples of marriages that fall within 
the same geographical framework. In addition to well-known marriages at a 
higher social level (the marriage of King Tvrtko II and Dorothy of Gara / Gor-
janska, the marriage of Radivoj Ostojić and Catherine of Velika), in the social 
stratum of the nobility we know from preserved sources about the marriage of 
Jelena Bobojelić and George of Szencse / Svetački from the County of Križevci. 
The marriage between John Kishorvát of Hlapčić and Clara Bánffy of Gara 
can probably be classified there, although it has not yet been determined with 
certainty whether Kishorvát’s family originated from Bosnia or Croatia. In the 
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period before the Battle of Mohács and the collapse of the Hungarian-Croatian 
Kingdom, we also know of some examples of the relocation of the remnants of 
the Bosnian nobility to Slavonia. The paper will also mention several dubious 
statements about the Bosnian origin of certain Slavonian and “interriverine“ 
families, which are encountered in sources or historiographical literature.

Keywords: medieval Bosnia, the medieval Drava-Sava interriver area, nobility, 
marriages, landed estates, relocations.
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Dr Rudolf BARIŠIĆ
Croatian Institute of History, Zagreb 

E-mail: rudolf.barisic@gmail.com 

From a part of the province to a haven for students - Slavonia  
from the perspective of the Bosnian Franciscans

After the Ottoman conquest of Bosnia in 1463, the Franciscans remained the 
only representatives of the Catholic Church with a permanent residence in the 
territory now controlled by the Ottomans. After further Ottoman territorial 
gains, the Bosnian Franciscans extended their own jurisdiction to the vast area 
between Buda in the north and the Adriatic Sea in the south. Until the end of 
the 17th century, the centre of the Province was in geographical Bosnia, but the 
final phase of the Great Turkish War and the subsequent Treaty of Karlowitz 
brought significant changes. The majority of Bosnian Catholics moved north to 
the territory won by the Habsburgs. The Franciscans also followed suit. Of the 
ten monasteries in Bosnia, only three remained. Moreover, the Province itself 
was now subject to three different political entities whose relations remained 
hostile. This eventually led to two partitions: in 1735 the monasteries in Dal-
matia were organised as the Province of Holy Redeemer, and in 1757 the area 
north of the river Sava became the Province of St John of Capistrano. Notwith-
standing the fact that it was Franciscans from Bosnia who played an important 
role in the development of the Province in Slavonia, relations quickly deteri-
orated and the final partition took place under very tense circumstances. It 
can be said that Slavonia was in a way a part of Bosnia in the sense of religious 
jurisdiction, but after that it became a rival. Finally, at the end of the 18th and 
beginning of the 19th century, Slavonia became an area where young Fran-
ciscans from Bosnia were educated and became acquainted with new ideas, 
which they later tried to implement in their own homeland. The presentation 
and paper will illustrate the development of these relations.

Keywords: Bosnian Franciscans, Catholic Church, Ottoman Bosnia, Habsburg 
Slavonia, 17-19th centuries
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Dr Carl Bethke
University of Leipzig, Leipzig 
e-mail: carl-bethke@gmx.de

Bosanski Brod, the “Gate of Bosnia“: Interconnectivities,  
Borders and Migrations, 1878-1914

Slavonski Brod and Bosanski Brod are cities on opposing banks of the Sava Riv-
er, the former in Croatia, the latter in Bosnia, inhabited by Serbs, and since the 
expulsions in 1992, some would describe them as hostile to each other. Moreo-
ver, Bosanski Brod calls itself only Brod, to express disrespect of Bosnian state-
hood. In contrast, it is today forgotten that in the late 19th century another 
mental mapping of the same space was getting popular - the perception of 
Bosanski Brod as the “gate of Bosnia”. The paper explores the backgrounds of 
this image on the basis of existing research literature, historical newspapers, 
travelogues and archive materials, i.e., from the archive of the Railway of the 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

In 1878, Slavonski Brod and Bosanski Brod were connected to the railway, 
and in 1882 Bosanski Brod became the terminus of the Bosnabahn from Sa-
rajevo, the country’s first railway. Built hastily by the Austro-Hungarian army 
in narrow gauge, passengers had to change trains in Brod before travelling to 
Budapest or points west. In 1895 the Bosnabahn came under the administra-
tion of the Bosnische Staatsbahnen, and in 1897 Brod received a new station 
building, the largest in Bosnia, designed by Hans Niemeczek in the “Moorish” 
style known from public buildings in Sarajevo, with orientally decorated wait-
ing rooms.

By this time the Muslim newspaper Bošnjak referred to Brod to demarcate Bos-
nia’s borders: “From Trebinje to Brod,” or “in defence of our Bosnian nationality 
… from Trebinje to the gate of Brod was formerly neither Serb nor Croat.” An 
OCR search of Bošnjak, Musavat and Zeman finds many phrases like “…then 
he went to Brod” in the sense of “…then he left the country.” This meaning as 
Bosnia’s kapija was reinforced by the practice of welcoming respected guests in 
Brod or saying farewell to them there, like the emperor himself or, as Bošnjak 
regularly reported, Muslims going on or returning from the hadž.

This symbolic image evolved despite the fact that railway administration was in 
German, which was justified by the need for traffic interconnectivity. A Slavic 
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language in addition to German was demanded from civil servants in Bosnia, 
but railways remained the domain of immigrants, like Germans and Czechs, 
who in 1921 still made up 12% of Bosanski Brod’s population. The stationmas-
ter Emil Heinrich was a member of the Verein der Deutschen, which also ran 
a German school. There were protestant churches in both Slavonski Brod and 
Bosanski Brod. Yet due to the rapid economic development, Mato Artuković 
called it the “good times” for Slavonski Brod, and for Đuro Basler it was the 
“golden age” of Bosanski Brod.

Keywords: Slavonski Brod, Bosanski Brod, Austria-Hungary, railways, 19-20th 
centuries, connections 
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Dr Okan BüyüktapU
Ege University, Izmir  

Dr Anđelko VLAŠIĆ
Josip Juraj Strossmayer University, Osijek 

e-mails: okanbuyuktapu@gmail.com, avlasic@ffos.hr

The Sava River Crossings in the 16th and 17th Centuries

The paper will focus on the mobility of the military and civilian population 
from modern-day territory of Slavonia into Bosnia and vice versa across the 
Sava River, from the mouth of the Una River to the mouth of the Bosna River. 
The period covered will be from the 1520s to the 1680s, i.e., during the Ottoman 
rule on both of Sava’s shores. The Ottoman advance into Slavonia transformed 
the role of the Sava from a border river between two warring empires into an 
Ottoman inner river. The aim of the paper is to determine how this change 
facilitated activities on the Sava. The paper will examine the military and trade 
activities of the Sava river ports and ferries, i.e., iskeles in the settlements of 
Gradiška (today Stara Gradiška), Svinjar (today Davor), Kobaš (today Slavonski 
kobaš), Dubočac, Brod (today Slavonski Brod), Novigrad (today Novi Grad), 
and Sikirevci. The paper will also present the most important trade routes and 
roads which led across the Sava and the amount of taxes that the Ottoman 
authorities took from the mentioned settlements for their economic activities 
on the river. The paper will be based on Ottoman archival sources, e.g., on the 
mufassal tapu tahrir defters of the Ottoman sanjaks in Bosnia and Slavonia.

Keywords: Slavonia, Bosnia, Sava River, river docks and crossings (iskeles), Ot-
toman Empire, 16 and 17th centuries, Ottoman archival sources
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Professor Vladan GAVRILOVIĆ
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, University of Novi Sad 

e-mail: gavra1@yahoo.com

Migration movements of Serbs and Croats from  
Bosnia to Slavonia during the Great Turkish War

At the time of the Great Turkish War, there were large migration movements 
throughout the Balkan Peninsula, especially from Bosnia to Slavonia. These 
migratory groups were mostly Christian subjects of the Ottoman Empire, and 
mostly Serbs and Croats, who moved en masse from Ottoman to Habsburg ter-
ritory; separate ethnic groups of Bunjevci and Šokci of Catholic faith were also 
recorded in these migrations. The greatest influx of Christian population from 
Bosnia into Slavonia occurred after the Habsburg conquest of Osijek in 1687 
and continued in the following years. There occurred a symbiosis, i.e., merging 
of the newly arrived population with the previously settled Christian popula-
tion in Slavonia, and this greatly strengthened the already existing Christian 
predominance in Slavonia. Furthermore, some parts of Slavonia were divided 
into Catholic and Orthodox communities, which, in the following period, de-
veloped a common coexistence and mutual tolerance.

Keywords: Habsburg Monarchy, Great Turkish War, Bosnia, Croatia, Slavonia, 
Catholics, Orthodox, migrations
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Dr Marija KARBIĆ
Croatian Institute of History, Department of History of  

Slavonia, Srijem and Baranja, Slavonski Brod 
e-mail: mkarbic@isp.hr 

The Nobility in the Interaction between the Regions North and 
South of the Sava River in the Period of the Anti-Ottoman Wars 

(1460s-1530s)

The paper will analyse the ways in which the nobility from the area of the low-
er interamnium of the Sava and Drava rivers was connected with the region 
south of Sava in the period from the fall of Bosnia under the Ottoman rule 
to the Ottoman takeover of Požega and most of today’s Slavonia (1536). At-
tention will be paid to their role in the anti-Ottoman wars, and especially in 
the defence system in the area south of the Sava (the Banates of Srebrenik and 
Jajce), in which nobles from the lower interamnium, such as John and Francis 
Berislavić Grabarski, George Stražemanski and Nicholas Gilétfi, often held the 
most important positions. In addition, the estates that the nobility from the 
interamnium, for example the Cernički from the Požega County, held in that 
area and their role in the economic connection between the regions south and 
north of the Sava River will be also discussed. In addition to the nobility from 
the interamnium, the paper will also deal with the nobility that migrated from 
areas that had already come under Ottoman control to the lower interamnium 
and with the process of their integration into nobility of the Kingdom of Hun-
gary-Croatia. At the same time, the migration of the nobility from Bosnia will 
be compared with that of the Serbs (Rasciani), and the possible reasons for the 
observed differences will be pointed out.

Keywords: nobility, 15-16th centuries, Sava-Drava Interamnium, Bosnia, inter-
action
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Barbaros KÖKSAL
Ruhr University Bochum, Bochum 
e-mail: barbaros.koeksal@rub.de 

Ottoman Military Cultures of Violence in Bosnia  
from a Trans-local Perspective

In a ferman dated 07/17.03.1694 that made jihad obligatory for Muslims, the 
shaykh al-Islam answered his question, “...Then, how must those who deny the 
obligation of jihad be treated?” with “It is permissible to kill those who continue 
in this attitude.”1 This enforcement has made the term violence not only a legit-
imate instrument used by Ottoman rule to threaten but also a part of the social 
dynamics, especially in the borderlands.

In this context, this paper will focus on the military cultures of violence in the 
Bosnian-Slavonian region, where the borders constantly shifted between the 
Ottomans and the Habsburgs during the great Turkish wars of 1683-1699. In 
this framework of the topic, the cultural background of legitimate and illegit-
imate practices of military violence against civilian populations in the border 
regions, both in their own and enemy territories, will be questioned. Addition-
ally, it will be discussed the extent to which there was an interaction based on 
violence between “militarized civilians” at the borders.

For this research, archival documents, such as Mühimme, Şikayet Defterleri, 
and kadı sicilleri from Bosnia, will be used to define the structure of the Otto-
man army, which was the perpetrator of violence and to analyse the legitimacy 
of its violent practices. In addition, the primary sources of the research will be 
ego-documents that provide a more detailed account of violent practices and 
thus make it easier to examine the cultural background of military violence.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Bosnia, Slavonia, warfare, violence, borderlands
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Professor Markus KOLLER
Ruhr Universität Bochum, Bochum 

E-mail: markus.koller@rub.de 

The Sava – Imaginations of a River in the Context  
of Ottoman Rule (15th-18th Centuries)

In the past two decades, a large number of publications have appeared that deal 
with the history of rivers – also in a global-historical perspective. Within this 
field of research, questions of cultural and environmental history have become 
increasingly important, which have also brought a variety of theoretical-meth-
odological impulses to historical research. In recent years, for example, the 
concept of the socio-natural sites developed by Martin Schmid and Verena 
Winiwarter has contributed to a more precise and analytically in-depth under-
standing of the interaction of natural processes and human action in the trans-
formation of river landscapes. This lecture aims to follow up on this debate by 
demonstrating how Ottoman structures of power and representations of pow-
er changed in engagement with the Sava River. These processes involved local 
elites, members of the Ottoman administration, and actors from other coun-
tries (consuls, etc.), who not only attributed different functions to the Sava Riv-
er. Rather, they also developed different imaginaries of this river, which were 
then in turn incorporated into the representation of rule and the construction 
of ruling structures. These imaginaries can be found in contemporary chroni-
cles, first-person accounts, and Ottoman administrative documents.

Keywords: Sava River, Ottoman Empire, socio-natural sites, imaginaries 
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Dr Elma KORIĆ
University of Sarajevo – Oriental institute, Sarajevo 

e-mail: elkoric@yahoo.com

Translocal “Kinship” Relations and Mobility in Ottoman Borderland: 
Members of the Sokolović family on the Ottoman Serhat from the 

Danube to the Adriatic Sea

During the Ottoman period, the territory of the Eyalet of Buda and the Eyalet 
of Bosnia formed the Ottoman border area towards the early modern Euro-
pean states. In accordance with the political vision of Grand Vizier Mehmed 
Pasha Sokollu (Sokolović), members of his extended family were brought from 
Bosnia, educated at the Ottoman court in Istanbul, and then strategically as-
signed to administrative and military positions mainly in the aforementioned 
region. Their ties, based on kinship, provided them with support in the face 
of external enemies and in other times of crisis. Although historiography has 
already written about the grand vizier and his family members, this time their 
role and position in this strategically important area will be visualized. Some 
documents and orders sent to individual members of this family who, during 
the great war events, were on duty as beglerbegs of Buda and Bosnian Eyalets, 
sanjakbegs of Bosnia, Klis, Herzegovina and Smederevo will be analysed, in 
order to determine in what way and to what extent their activities were prear-
ranged, planned and coordinated.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Ottoman borderlands (serhat), the Sokolović 
family, kinship 
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The Immigration of the Muslim Population to the Sava-Drava 
Interamnium from Bosnia under Ottoman Rule in the 16th Century

The populations of the eastern part of the Sava-Drava Interamnium (today 
known as Slavonia; later in the text: Interamnium) and Bosnia developed 
strong translocal ties, in other words, close and enduring but non-linear and 
non-reciprocal interrelations, during the era of Ottoman rule over both of 
these regions in the period between the early 16th and late 17th century. Proba-
bly, the most dynamic area of such ties between these two regions was popula-
tion migrations, mostly in the direction from Bosnia to the Interamnium. This 
paper sets out to focus on the analysis of the migratory flows of the Muslim 
population to the north of Sava in the period 1540s-1590s by asking how many 
people migrated to the sanjak of Pojega, what specific areas were involved in 
the population exchange and what was the sociocultural, economic and politi-
cal context of the migratory flows. The migration of the Muslim population in 
the area that is today known as Slavonia will be approached in the context of 
the officially sanctioned attempts to repopulate the demographically weakened 
Interamnium in the wake of the Ottoman conquest and later in other periods 
affected by depopulation. The paper will also explore why Bosnia was a natural 
population reservoir of the Muslim population for not only Interamium, but 
also other parts of the Ottoman-ruled Pannonian basin. The analysis of trans-
local migratory dynamics of the Muslim population between the two regions 
will be based mainly on Ottoman sources, especially the detailed tapu tahrir 
defters for the Požega sanjak dating to the 16th century. Due to the scarcity of 
direct information about Muslim migration from Bosnia to the Pojega sanjak, 
the paper will look also into circumstantial evidence, E.g., sources on the Mus-
lim migration from Bosnia to other parts of the Pannonian basin.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Slavonia, Bosnia, translocal ties, migrations, 
Christians, Muslims, 16-17th centuries
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Belgrade and Zemun as a Historical Mobility Space  
between Two Empires, 1739-1878

The paper will focus on the development of historical mobility together with 
its connected actors and (infra)structures in the micro-region at the conflu-
ence of Sava and Danube. The region centring at the twin cities Zemun and 
Belgrade formed a historical space of interaction shaped by mobility flows and 
borders. In the period between 1739 and 1878, Zemun and Belgrade were the 
border cities of the Habsburg and the Ottoman empires characterised by their 
border demarcations, fortifications and quarantine stations. At the same time 
they were hubs of traffic and trade located on the land route from Istanbul to 
Vienna and on the waterways of Sava and Danube. 

Mobility flows and their associated infrastructures were in an interdependent 
relationship with the material barriers of the territorial states that mark this 
region as a border region. The specific organisation of the Habsburg Military 
Border at Zemun cannot be grasped without taking into account the transcon-
tinental land route that passed it. The same is true for Belgrade as a fortress 
and trade city: it was simultaneously characterised by border and traffic infra-
structures.

The paper will elaborate on examples illustrating the specific character of his-
torical mobility in the region. This character was shaped by the trade networks 
that were operating on a regional and transregional scale and materialised in 
a mobility infrastructure consisting of roads, caravanserais, guest and ware-
houses that particularly shaped the urban environment. Other examples con-
cern the border region as a space of communication, which is an expression 
of the interdependence of mobility and borders. E.g., local authorities of the 
Habsburg and Ottoman side were in constant close conversation to coordinate 
the economic exchange across the border and to supervise groups who habit-
ually crossed the border such as ferry and fishermen as well as local traders.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Habsburg Empire, mobility, border, Syrmia, Ser-
bia, 18-19th centuries
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Perpetual Peace, Borders and Statehood:  
Temporal and Spatial Limits of the Securitization of Realms  

in Transottoman Competition

This contribution traces practices between the empires, in particular with the 
examples of peace treaties and in the general sphere of the organisation of fron-
tiers or border regions in situations of imperial competition, turning them as a 
rule into transimperial, or multiple frontiers or borderlands. More concretely 
I would like to focus here closely on just two themes that are perhaps, though 
not necessarily, indirectly related to each other while they also might tell us 
something about (Early) Modern transformations of concepts of statehood. 
I will firstly outline in three steps the ways perpetual peace was negotiated. 
Secondly, I will, briefly, exemplify the formation of fixed borders that ran in 
parallel with the administrative restructuring of the empires involved, looking 
from the fringes and edges to the centres, thus also shaping the way in which 
the empires functioned as forms of states. 

Following the loss of significant territories in the late seventeenth century, and 
then in light of the fortification of the Austrian military border, the Ottoman 
imperial authorities sought increasingly to unify their administration in Bosnia 
in the eighteenth century. In turn, facing the growing Austrian threat, Bosnia 
was turned into a border province of the Empire as part of Ottoman security 
policy.1 As the “military frontier (Militärgrenze)” was for the Habsburg em-
pire and/or the Hungary Crown a broad area combining networks of castles 
and bulwarks as well as specially privileged populations defending their villag-
es and regions stretching from the Adriatic to the Carpathian mountains, the 
Ottoman side developed itself in a comparable way at least from this point in 
time. Some of the institutions created were identical to those established on 
the military border with Austrian, such as regional “kapudans”, i.e. captains. 
Thus large portions of the population either side of the border were perma-
nently “securitized” in a transimperial manner while remaining part of a very 

1  Ernest Tucker, “The Peace Negotiations of 1736: A Conceptual Turning Point in Otto-
man-Iranian Relations”, Turkish Studies Association Bulletin 20 (1996), no. 1, 16–37, 20.
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large border region that was, though, divided in a linear manner, yet taking for 
granted violent cross-border mobilities. 

In the contexts described here, it can be stated that conceptions of imperial 
statehood were transformed through communication between the new borders 
(and borderlands) and the imperial centres. As our Transottoman focus shows, 
this development can quite well be observed within larger contexts of compe-
tition, observation and adaptation, the spreading of concepts and knowledge 
within mobility dynamics of people across the continents, religions and em-
pires, incorporating not only Muscovy/Russia, but also the Ottoman and the 
Persian Empires as well as the whole of Eastern Europe into a shared history 
of transimperial condensation. A “Europe-only” approach excluding the Near 
East and, as most often, Muscovy/Russia, too, would not have yielded the same 
insights as our Transottoman perspective, thus—the consolidation of modern 
statehood during the Early Modern period and then the 19th century, in conse-
quence, should not be isolated and analyzed just as a Western European topic. 

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Habsburg Empire, transimperial relations, secu-
ritization, border
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Franciscans of Bosna Srebrena in  
Slavonia and Hungary during the 17th century

During the 17th century, one can notice the sudden expansion of the province 
of Bosna Srebrena to many places in Slavonia, Srijem, Baranja and Bačka. In 
this work, individual parishes that were taken over by the Franciscans at that 
time will be determined. Also, the circumstances of why the Franciscans took 
over many parishes that were led by secular priests before them will be inves-
tigated.

The expansion of Bosnia Srebrena also had a political dimension. It is noticea-
ble that secular priests in Slavonia and Srijem had the support of the Republic 
of Ragusa. Also, the Habsburgs, as well as Croatian and Hungarian estates, 
interfered in the organization of the Catholic Church in that area. The province 
of Bosna Srebrena acted then not only as a separate ecclesiastical but also as 
an independent political entity. During the second half of the 17th century, the 
Diocese of Zagreb appeared as a new expansive political force. The culmina-
tion of events took place during the Great Vienna War (1683 – 1699). Then the 
Bosnian bishop, strengthened by numerous Catholic immigrants from Bosnia, 
believed that he had won the battle for church jurisdiction between the riv-
ers Sava, Drava and Danube. However, the Catholic Church then accepted the 
standpoints of the Croatian and Hungarian classes.

Keywords: Catholic Church, Bosnian Franciscans, Slavonia, Syrmia, Hungary, 
Ottoman Empire, 17th century
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Religious Permeation in Syrmia, Slavonia and Northern Bosnia 
during the 15-16th Centuries

Regions of Srem (Syrmia), Slavonia and northern parts of Bosnia were con-
nected in many ways during the medieval period. One of these aspects is un-
doubtedly a religious one. Already from the 13th century, with creation of both 
Syrmian and Bosnian bishoprics, as well as with spreading of Serbian Ortho-
dox Church these regions were a place of mutual permeations and influences 
of different church organizations. Besides church organizations, the penetra-
tion of Bosnian dualist heresy was also present. 

The paper will examine several ways of religious permeations and influences. 
The first one is through the missionary work of Franciscans, both in Bosnia, 
Slavonia and Syrmia. The second is the question of heresy penetration to Syr-
mia and Slavonia from Bosnia and the struggle to eradicate the dualist teaching 
from Bosnia. Finally, having in mind the fact that Orthodoxy was much more 
present in the region examined, especially in Syrmia, its influence will also be 
examined. Nevertheless, the end of medieval period and the Ottoman con-
quest brought more data on the Serbian Orthodox Church in these regions, 
but also the slow emergence of Islam which makes the religious picture of Syr-
mia, Slavonia and northern Bosnia much more complicated. 

Keywords: religious organizations, Serbian Orthodox Church, Franciscans, 
heterodox Christians, Syrmia, Slavonia, Bosnia, 15-16th centuries
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Religious space versus space of rule.  
Bosnia and Slavonia in the 18th century

The area of the Western Balkans, particularly the Pannonian Basin, is a dis-
tinct region shaped by specific geographic and political factors. Furthermore, 
it serves as a unique hub for social exchange and the entanglement of diverse 
cultural and ethnic identities. The subject of this short essay is the interaction 
between religious space and spaces of rule in Bosnia and Slavonia at the end 
of the 17th and 18th centuries. Bosnia and Slavonia, although geographical-
ly different, are socially and culturally very connected regions. Confessional 
structures dominant in these areas were one of the main agents of political and 
cultural development. Some historians (like David M. Luebke) define this as 
confessionalization – a process when the political and cultural development 
of a given society is under religious instruction. Religious instruction, wheth-
er it was Islamic, Catholic or Orthodox, affected the creation of a special so-
cio-political reality that Bosnia and Slavonia shared from around the mid-15th 
century until 1699. After the Treaty of Karlowitz, the religious space that was 
once unified under one space of rule was now divided between two separate 
political entities. However, did it consequently mean a dissolution of religious 
space and how religious space developed after these events is the main sub-
ject of this discussion. My focus is primarily on Catholic and Orthodox reli-
gious spaces, regarding their existence on both sides of the Habsburg-Ottoman 
border after 1699, while Islamic vanished due to various political reasons and 
historical context. I am analysing religious practice in Bosnia and Slavonia by 
studying primary sources from the State Archives in Vienna, the Historical Ar-
chive “Propaganda Fide” and certain documents from the Archive of the Arch-
diocese in Zagreb. Challenges religious spaces presented to the Ottoman and 
Habsburg spaces of the rule are of special interest, along with the development 
of a unique religious mentality through Lefebvre’s two modalities: imaginary 
and representational space. 

Keywords: religion, Orthodox Church, Catholic Church, 18th century, Slavo-
nia, Bosnia 
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Frontier Letters – An Insight into Cross-border Contacts  
on the Military Frontier

The study will analyse the corpus of the so-called “Frontier Letters” dating from 
the 16th and 17th centuries, which provide proof of the interconnectedness 
between the frontiers of Habsburg Slavonia and Ottoman Bosnia. The primary 
focus of the analysis will be on the communication of border elites, and through 
this lens, the letters will be broadly divided into two categories. The first cate-
gory, which may be referred to as “business correspondence,” illustrates the ex-
istence of distinct customary practices that were upheld and regulated by both 
sides in order to facilitate exchanges and the ransom of prisoners. The second 
category of letters, which pertains to “interpersonal communication,” reveals 
friendly relationships, mutual respect, and a shared understanding of the con-
cept of honor among the elites, as well as instances of dispute resolution and 
mutual assistance. Finally, moving away from the elite sphere and towards the 
perspectives of the general population, the study will briefly delve into the un-
fortunate circumstances of individuals who, having been captured in enemy 
territory, sought to secure ransom and to regain freedom through letters.

Keywords: Habsburg Empire, Croatia, Military Border, 16-17th centuries, 
communication, letters
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The Serbian Orthodox Church in Ottoman Hungary and Bosnia

Ottoman-Hungarian warfare, and especially the military campaigns of Sultan 
Suleiman I (1520–66), led to the partial or complete devastation of the central 
and southern counties of the late medieval Kingdom of Hungary. After the 
annexation of conquered territories, the Ottoman governors had to take meas-
ures to repopulate devastated areas. Necessary human resources they usually 
found in the Ottoman regions south of the Danube and Sava rivers. There-
fore, during the second quarter of the 16th century, many groups of Orthodox 
Serbs were encouraged to migrate to strategically important regions in Otto-
man Hungary and Bosnia. By building basic infrastructure in new habitats, the 
colonists with their priests created conditions for organizing their spiritual life 
also. In addition to the small chapels in villages, they usually founded one or 
more monasteries with monumental church buildings in their surroundings. 
When the Patriarchate of Peć (İpek patrikliği) was established in the middle of 
the 16th century, these communities came under the ecclesiastical authority of 
the Serbian patriarch. In this way, the Serbian Orthodox Church emerged as a 
permanent factor in the social structure of Hungary and Bosnia. This paper ex-
amines the organization of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Ottoman Hungary 
and Bosnia and presents some yet unpublished data from the financial books of 
the Ottoman administration in Istanbul.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Serbian Orthodox Church, Hungary, Bosnia, 16-
17th centuries 
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The Serbian and Bosnian Migration to Baranya  
in the 16th and 17th Centuries

The Ottoman conquest significantly changed the ethnic map of Baranya Coun-
ty. The Hungarian population tended to move to larger settlements, for exam-
ple, the population of the city of Pécs increased during this period. At the same 
time, Orthodox Serbs moved in significant numbers into the county, especially 
in the Mohács area and on the northern side of Mecsek. On the basis of Turk-
ish defters and documents dating from the late 17th century, the boundaries 
of the territory inhabited by these Serbs can be drawn. The situation is similar 
for the Catholic population from Bosnia, who also moved to Baranya in large 
numbers in the 17th century. Unlike the Serbs, they remained after the lib-
eration wars and their communities survived until the 20th century. In this 
lecture, I will present the early modern dynamics of this migration, but also 
deal with its various social and intercommunal implications in Baranya. The 
Orthodox Serbs did not mix with the Hungarians, and had many conflicts with 
them over their way of life. The Catholic Bosnians and Croatians, on the other 
hand, were successfully integrated into local society. Their common religion 
united them, and the Jesuit mission station in Pécs played an important role 
in communication between the different ethnic groups. It is also important to 
note that many of the Bosnian and Croatian inhabitants who moved to Pécs 
in the 17th century were engaged in crafts that had been important in the city 
since the Middle Ages. These included tithers and goldsmiths. Due to their 
successful integration they stayed in Pécs after the liberation in 1686, and took 
part in the life of the city.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Serbs, Croatians, Bosnians, migrations, Baranya, 
16-17th centuries
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Bosnian Merchants at the Slavonian Custom Offices (tridesetnica) 
in the First Three Decades of the 18th Century

The peace treaty in Sremski Karlovci regulated trade relations between the 
Habsburg Monarchy and the Ottoman Empire. According to the peace agree-
ment, Ottoman traders were required to pay a thirtieth tax of 3% on the value 
of imported and exported goods at the tridesetnice and nothing else. They were 
allowed to sell goods wholesale at fairs but not retail in towns and villages. 
Trade activities between the Habsburg Monarchy and the Ottoman Empire 
were interrupted during the wars between the two empires.

Using quantitative methods, I will analyse the records of tridesetnice in Petro-
varadin, Mitrovica, Rača, Požega, Pakrac, Brod, and other places. I will attempt 
to determine the characteristics of the trade activities of Bosnian merchants. 
For example, I will try to determine the share of Bosnian merchants in the total 
number of traders who attended the aforementioned tridesetnicas during the 
first three decades. Similarly, I will try to establish their place of residence, the 
value and type of goods imported, the time of their attendance at tridesetnicas, 
the intensity of the attendance of Bosnian merchants at Slavonian tridesetni-
cas, the method of transporting goods, etc.

Keywords: Habsburg Empire, Slavonia, Bosnian merchants, custom offices, 
18th century
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Activities of Female Teachers from Slavonia in Bosnia  
and Herzegovina at the End of the 19th and the Beginning  

of the 20th Century

The main area of my presentation is the history of women’s education in Cro-
atia and Bosnia and Herzegovina in the second half of the 19th century and 
the beginning of the 20th century. The school policy of education of women 
in the second half of the 19th century in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina 
was primarily based on constructing gender identities. The main places of con-
struction of women’s identities were girls’ high schools. In Bosnia and Herze-
govina, these girls’ schools were opened at the end of the 19th century, after the 
occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Austria-Hungary. In my presenta-
tion, I will research the activities of female teachers from Slavonia in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. I will pay special attention to two teachers Jagoda Truhelka 
and Jelica Belović who were headmistresses of girls’ high schools in Sarajevo 
and Banja Luka. Both teachers were born in Osijek in Slavonia and were active 
in building the education system in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Using the exam-
ple of these two teachers, I will try to show how the Austro-Hungarian model 
of educational gender policy in Bosnia and Herzegovina was built, and how 
cultural transfers took place between Slavonia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Keywords: education of women, gender policy, cultural transfers, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Slavonia, the end of the 19th century, the beginning of the 20th 
century
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